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The SGA Annual Meeting Travels to Athens 
Georgia's Classic City welcomes archivists from around the state 
  
The Society of Georgia Archivists is pleased to be in Athens for its annual meeting on November 12 through 14. The home of the 
University of Georgia (UGA), Athens is an historic and eclectic town in northeastern Georgia located an hour and a half from Atlanta, 
two hours from Macon and Augusta, three hours from Columbus, Rome, and Tifton, and four hours from Savannah and Valdosta. Local 
activities include shopping at funky boutiques and record stores, walking around the UGA campus, and dining at one of Athens’ 
distinctive southern restaurants. This year’s annual auction and reception offers an opportunity to spend an evening in one of Athens’ 
antebellum homes, the Taylor-Grady House. 
  

 
Athens streetscape: College Avenue and Clayton Street at night. Photo courtesy of the Athens Convention and Visitors Bureau 

http://www.taylorgradyhouse.com/


  
The meeting will be held at The Classic Center in downtown Athens - only a short walk away from the UGA campus and unique shops and 
restaurants. The Hilton Garden Inn, this year’s conference hotel, is conveniently located across the street from The Classic Center. 
Rooms will be $124 per night. Reservations must be made by October 21 to secure this rate. For reservations contact the hotel at (877) 
782-9444 and mention the SGA annual meeting (rate code SGAA). Parking at the Hilton Garden Inn is $8/night. Parking is available at the 
Classic Center across the street. For more information, call 706.357.4444. 
  
Advance registration fees will be $95 for members, $115 for non-members and $70 for students. 
This year we are pleased to offer online registration. Visit http://tinyurl.com/64phn3 to register. To take advantage of these rates, 
your registration must be postmarked or submitted online by October 24. After this date, participants may register on-site for the non-
member fee. Not an SGA member? 
Join us! Visit www.soga.org for more information. 
  
For more information about Athens, please visit: 
  
Flagpole Magazine online -Athens local weekly that lists bands playing, art events, 
and new restaurants to visit, among other local information.  
  

40 Watt Club, Athens, GA. Photo courtesy of Patti Torno/Athens Convention and 
Visitors Bureau 

  
Athens Visitors Center - Official site of the Athens Welcome Center that hosts a 
visitors' guide and provides tours of town including the Athens Music History Walking 
Tour 

  
The University of Georgia - Website of the state of Georgia's flagship institution that gives 
information about the historic campus as well as current goings on around university. The 
University of Georgia Libraries Special Collections are located near downtown and are 
currently hosting exhibits. 
  
The Athens Downtown Development Authority - The Athens DDS has all the information you 
need regarding what shops, restaurants, and entertainment are located downtown.  
   

http://www.40watt.com/�
http://www.uga.edu/�
http://www.classiccenter.com/
http://www.hiltongardeninn.com/en/gi/hotels/index.jhtml?ctyhocn=AHNDTGI
http://tinyurl.com/64phn3
http://www.soga.org/
http://flagpole.com/
http://www.visitathensga.com/
http://www.athenswelcomecenter.com/images/Athens_Music_History_Walking_Tour.pdf
http://www.athenswelcomecenter.com/images/Athens_Music_History_Walking_Tour.pdf
http://www.libs.uga.edu/special_collections/index.shtml
http://www.libs.uga.edu/special_collections/index.shtml
http://www.libs.uga.edu/special_collections/index.shtml
http://www.libs.uga.edu/special_collections/index.shtml
http://www.downtownathensga.com/index.php


West Washington Street, Athens, GA. Photo courtesy of the Athens Convention and Visitors Bureau  

  
 
 
The 2008 SGA Annual Meeting theme is Archives in Focus: Describing, Sharing, and Caring for Photographic 
Collections and the slate of sessions planned is both informative and interesting thanks to the 2008 Program 
Committee.  
  
Wednesday, November 12, 2008 
Pre-Conference Workshop - Standards and Best Practices for the Description of Photographs 
Instructor - Martha R. Mahard, former Curator of Historical Photographs at the Fine Arts Library, Harvard University, and currently 
Associate for Information Practice at Simmons College Graduate School of Library and Information Science. 
  
All archives have photographic materials as part of their collections. Many have been as neglected by archivists as by scholars over the 
years, under-processed, under-cataloged and under-utilized. Join us for this exciting, hands-on opportunity designed to give you a solid 
grounding in the current standards in use in the visual materials community. You will learn how the description of photographs differs 
from the description of other archival documents and how to formulate accurate and useful descriptions at both item and collection 
level. 
  
The workshop will survey current data structure standards, data content standards such as Cataloging Cultural Objects and DACS, and 
online tools supporting controlled vocabularies and specialized thesauri. We will also review suggested best practices for collection level 
description of photographic materials.  Participants will have an opportunity to discuss specific cataloging questions with the instructor. 
  
Thursday, November 13, 2008 
8:30-9:00 Registration and Breakfast 
 
9:00-9:15 Opening remarks and welcome 
 
9:15-10:00 Keynote Address by Ben Loeterman - For more than twenty years, Ben Loeterman has been one of public television’s most 
prolific producers of current affairs and historical documentaries. His work has appeared on the PBS flagship current affairs series 
Frontline since 1982 and has also contributed programs to the PBS history flagship series American Experience. Don’t miss the 
opportunity to hear from this award-winning producer and avid user of archives. 
 
10:00-10:15 State of the Archives by Georgia State Archivist David Carmichael 
 
10:15-10:30 Break  



 
10:30-12:00 Concurrent Sessions  
A. 21st Century Access: Updated Policies and Procedures in the Reading Room 
Anne Smith, Georgia Archives 
Lynette Stoudt, Georgia Historical Society 
Paul Crater, Atlanta History Center 
Jill Severn, UGA, moderator 
  
B. Essentials of Effective Photograph Arrangement 
Helena Zinkham, Library of Congress 
Wesley Chenault, Atlanta History Center, moderator 
  
12:00-1:30 Lunch and SGA business meeting 
 
1:30-3:00 Concurrent Sessions  
A. Emerging Technologies for Outreach from the Archive, Web 2.0 Primer 
Jennifer Link Jones, Georgia State University 
Abby Griner, UGA 
Laura Carroll, Emory University, moderator 
  
B. Practical Preservation Strategies for Photographs 
Rachel Wetzel, Conservation Center for Art and Historic Artifacts, Philadelphia 
Christine Wiseman, Georgia Archives, moderator 
  
3:15-4:15 Informal, drop-in round-table discussions on hot topics such as: 
- caring for rare books in your archives 
- oral history conducting, collecting and access 
- finding aids forum- bring copies of your finding aids for discussion 
- Healthy Collections Initiative-GA's IMLS statewide preservation planning grant with survey tool 
- brochure and forms swap- bring copies of brochures and forms to promote and share ideas and improvements 
- SGA Membership discussion on establishing a mentor/mentee program in SGA 
 
Also, at this same time the Archivists Toolkit Users Group will be meeting in one of the breakout rooms at the Classic Center. 
 
5:30-7:30 SGA Reception and Auction, Taylor Grady House. Bus transportation sponsored by the Digital Library of Georgia will be 
provided from the Classic Center to the Taylor Grady House. The walk is 1.1 miles and directions can be viewed via Google Maps. 
  

http://maps.google.com/maps?saddr=300+N+Thomas+St,+Athens,+GA+30601+%28Classic+Center%29&geocode=CcRKSsApNo7iFRwwBgId9dIH-yHGGIR98mEFng&dirflg=&daddr=634+prince+ave+athens,+ga&f=d&dq=classic+center+athens+ga&sll=33.959964,-83.373323&sspn=0.006295,0.006295&cid=33959964,-83373323,11386614926991956166&ie=UTF8&ll=33.959842,-83.376102&spn=0.018367,0.033131&z=15


Friday, November 14, 2008 
8:00-9:00 Atlas’s Aeon software demonstration 
Atlas Systems will be demonstrating its Aeon software (circulation and workflow automation for special collections) in one of the 
breakout rooms of the Classic Center. 
  
8:30-9:00 Registration and breakfast 
 
9:00-10:30 Concurrent Sessions 
A. Regional and Statewide Disaster Planning Initiatives 
Julie Framingham, IPER, Georgia Archives 
Christine Wiseman, HERA, Georgia Archives 
Kara McClurken, SOLINET, Atlanta, GA 
Tina Seetoo, Georgia Archives, moderator 
  
B. Copyright Basics for Managing Photo Collections 
Lisa Macklin, Emory University 
Mandi Johnson, Georgia Tech 
Shelia McAlister, Digital Library of Georgia, moderator 
  
10:30-10:45 Break 
 
10:45-12:15 Concurrent sessions 
 
A. Records Management for Archives and Archivists 
Mary K. Wilson, Emory University 
Sarah Jacobson, Georgia Archives 
Tamara Livingston, Kennesaw State University, moderator 
  
B. Access to and Outreach through Photo Collections on the Web 
Brian Dietz, North Carolina State University 
Jackie Couture, Eastern Kentucky University 
Paul Crater, Atlanta History Center, moderator 

  
Please join SGA in Athens for what promises to be one of our best conferences yet. See you in the Classic City! 
  
For more information regarding the annual meeting, please contact Elizabeth Russey, Second-Year Director, at 
localarrangements@soga.org or Teresa Burke, First-Year Director, at programcommittee@soga.org. 

mailto:%20localarrangements@soga.org
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Calendar of Events  
This calendar includes exhibits and events at archival repositories and other institutions that could interest SGA members. Remember 
that schedules can and do change. Call ahead to confirm dates, times, fees, etc. Please send calendar items to Marie Force 
marie.force@delta.com  

 
EXHIBITIONS 
  
Through December 31, 2008.  Seeking Justice: The Leo Frank Case Revisited, The William Breman Jewish 
Heritage Museum, Atlanta, GA,  http://www.thebreman.org/  
  
Through November 30, 2008. Highlander Center: 75 years of Working for Justice, Russell Library, 
University of Georgia, Athens, Georgia. http://www.libs.uga.edu/russell/exhibits/highlander/events.shtml 
  
Through Summer 2009. Native Lands: Indians and Georgians, Atlanta History Center, Atlanta, Georgia. 
http://www.atlhist.org/template.cfm?cid=887 
  
Through October 26, 2008. Everett Gee Jackson/San Diego Modern, 1920-1955 and From the Collection: 
The Authority of the Mexican Muralists, Georgia Museum of Art, Athens, Georgia, 
http://www.uga.edu/gamuseum/exhibitions/upcoming.html 
   
 

 
 

http://www.genealogicalstorageproducts.com/�


EVENTS  
  
October 2008. Georgia Archives Month!  http://www.soga.org/aw/index.php 
  
October - December 2008, second Tuesday of each month, Lunch and Learn Series, Georgia Archives, 
Morrow, GA. For more information call 678-364-3730 or visit 
http://www.sos.state.ga.us/archives/want_to_be_involved/Public_Programs/default.htm 

• October 14 – Bookworms and Foxing: Taking Care of Old Books, Tina Seetoo, Georgia Archives 
• November 12 – Plains: The Impact of a President on a Town, Annette Wise, Jimmy Carter NHS 

Education Program 
• December 9 – Unusual Genealogy Sources, Reference Staff, Georgia Archives 

October 5, 2008. Seeing Red in Black: White Southern Leaders Fight Desegregation: A Multimedia 
Archival Presentation and Reception, Russell Library, University of Georgia, Athens, GA, 
http://www.libs.uga.edu/russell/exhibits/highlander/events.shtml 
  
October 6-25, 2008. SGA electronic voting to fill 2008 offices 
  
October 11-12, 2008. Etowah Valley Indian Festival, Cartersville, GA,  http://notatlanta.org/ 
  
October 18, 2008.  1860s Halloween Festival, Fitzgerald, GA, 
http://gastateparks.org/net/go/parks.aspx?locationid=58&s=0.0.1.5 
  
October 24-25, 2008.  The 10th Annual Georgia Literary Festival, Bainbridge, GA, 
http://www.georgialiteraryfestival.org/ 
  
November 8, 2008. Meaders Pottery Face Jug Festival, Cleveland, GA, http://www.meaderspottery.net/ 
  
CONFERENCES AND WORKSHOPS 
  
October 4, 2008. Forget Me Not: Preserving the African American Legacy Workshop, Auburn Avenue 
Research Library on African American Culture and History, Atlanta, GA, 
http://www.afplweb.com/cms/index.php?option=com_content&task=blogcategory&id=22&Itemid=76 
  
November 6-7, 2008. SAA Management Workshop Series, Knoxville, TN, http://www.archivists.org 

  

 

http://www.metaledgeinc.com/�


November 12-15, 2008. SGA Annual Meeting, Athens, GA. http://www.soga.org 
  
SCHOLARSHIP DEADLINES 
  
October 15, 2008, Anthony R. Dees Educational Workshop Scholarship, SGA, for more information and 
application requirements, please visit http://www.soga.org/scholarships/intro.php or Scholarships 

  
SOLINET CLASSES 
See Preservation News for information regarding SOLINET class offerings. 
 
Back to Top  
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SGA Annual Meeting Auction 
 

8th Annual Auction for SGA Scholarship Funds 

  

• Where: Taylor-Grady House, Athens, Georgia  
• When: Thursday, November 13, 2008  
• Time: 6:00-7:00 p.m., somewhere after/during food and drink 

acquisition, and somewhen before dispersal for general 
merriment...  

 
From the desk of our honorable auctioneer, the illustrious Gilbert Head... 

  
Once again, Ladies and Gentlemen, we near the autumn of the year, and with the 
falling leaves we also plan to harvest the bounty of the 8th annual auction for SGA 
scholarships. Yet again, I represent the Scholarship Committee for the Society of 
Georgia Archivists, and by virtue of this auction having originally been my idea, find 
myself yet again in the position of serving for spokesman for this, the eighth edition 
of the SGA Scholarship Auction. As in years gone by, 100% of the proceeds of this 
auction will go towards the myriad scholarships and awards administered by the 

 
 



SGA, including our recently created SGA-sponsored workshop scholarships. These new funding 
opportunities will help underwrite the workshop costs of scholarship recipients, as we continue to 
broaden out efforts to support continuing education in our community. As in years past, we once 
more submit a few examples of the sorts of treasures one might be expected to bid upon or perhaps 
donate in this worthy enterprise. Some of these items will look familiar, and yet others will be new, 
in our never-ending quest to broaden the scope of delights from the overburdened chifferobe of 
culture's bounty. Monkeys will be abounding, and we expect a return of the paired Disco Chalices 
which seem to crop up in each new offering.  

  
It should be remembered that these sample items are intended to suggest possibilities for donation, 
and to whet the appetite of potential bidders but not necessarily to limit the scope of those things to 
be placed upon the block... 
  

A U.S. Silver Dollar ("Morgan" Type); 1896; Philadelphia Mint  
  

A silver penny from the reign of Edward I of England (called Longshanks) 1272-
1307 
  

A "Widow's Mite"; Bronze Prutah, Reign of Alexander Jannaeus, 103-76 
BC. This coin represents one of the probable coins referred to in the 
Biblical parable of the Widow's Mite (Mark 12:41-44), as it was the 
smallest coin in circulation in the Holy Land at the time of Christ.  
  

  
A Denarius of Severus Alexander (222-235 AD). This silver coin was the basic unit of exchange in 
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	Through October 26, 2008. Everett Gee Jackson/San Diego Modern, 1920-1955 and From the Collection: The Authority of the Mexican Muralists, Georgia Museum of Art, Athens, Georgia, http://www.uga.edu/gamuseum/exhibitions/upcoming.html
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	8th Annual Auction for SGA Scholarship Funds
	From the desk of our honorable auctioneer, the illustrious Gilbert Head...
	 
	Once again, Ladies and Gentlemen, we near the autumn of the year, and with the falling leaves we also plan to harvest the bounty of the 8th annual auction for SGA scholarships. Yet again, I represent the Scholarship Committee for the Society of Georgia Archivists, and by virtue of this auction having originally been my idea, find myself yet again in the position of serving for spokesman for this, the eighth edition of the SGA Scholarship Auction. As in years gone by, 100% of the proceeds of this auction will go towards the myriad scholarships and awards administered by the SGA, including our recently created SGA-sponsored workshop scholarships. These new funding opportunities will help underwrite the workshop costs of scholarship recipients, as we continue to broaden out efforts to support continuing education in our community. As in years past, we once more submit a few examples of the sorts of treasures one might be expected to bid upon or perhaps donate in this worthy enterprise. Some of these items will look familiar, and yet others will be new, in our never-ending quest to broaden the scope of delights from the overburdened chifferobe of culture's bounty. Monkeys will be abounding, and we expect a return of the paired Disco Chalices which seem to crop up in each new offering. 
	It should be remembered that these sample items are intended to suggest possibilities for donation, and to whet the appetite of potential bidders but not necessarily to limit the scope of those things to be placed upon the block...
	 
	A U.S. Silver Dollar ("Morgan" Type); 1896; Philadelphia Mint 
	 
	A silver penny from the reign of Edward I of England (called Longshanks) 1272-1307
	 
	A "Widow's Mite"; Bronze Prutah, Reign of Alexander Jannaeus, 103-76 BC. This coin represents one of the probable coins referred to in the Biblical parable of the Widow's Mite (Mark 12:41-44), as it was the smallest coin in circulation in the Holy Land at the time of Christ. 
	 
	 
	A Denarius of Severus Alexander (222-235 AD). This silver coin was the basic unit of exchange in Imperial Rome.
	 
	2008 set of Statehood Proof Quarters. This set is in mint/Proof condition; indeed, it is supplied in the original U.S. Mint packaging.
	 
	 
	These items are not meant to define the parameters of what we will accept as an auction item, but rather to give some idea of the scope of what we hope to be offering. We will not be accepting firearms or alcoholic consumables for this auction, but will be grateful for whatever else you might wish to donate. 
	  
	Items can either be brought in person to the SGA Annual Meeting in November, or sent to the following address: Gilbert Head, University Archives, Hargrett Rare Book and Manuscript Library, University of Georgia, Athens, GA 30602-1641. (Questions about the auction can be addressed to the same place, or to Gilbert Head at: eghead@uga.edu) If you are bringing the item to Athens, please plan to drop it off at the auction table during registration. This table will also provide a place to make a "silent bid" for those unable or uninterested to participate in the live auction.
	  
	If you are planning to contribute something, please prepare a 3" X 5" card for each item with your name, a brief description and any details which you think might enhance sale of the item, whether you wish to target the proceeds to a specific fund (the Carroll Hart Scholarship to attend the Georgia Archives Institute; the Larry Gulley Scholarship to attend the Annual Meeting; the Edward Weldon Scholarship to attend the Society of American Archivists Annual Meeting; the David B. Gracy II Award [administered by the Editorial Board of Provenance], the Brenda S. Banks Scholarship to attend the Spring/Summer SGA workshop or the Anthony R. Dees Scholarship to attend the SGA Pre-Conference Workshop, and whether or not you wish to have an assigned minimum bid (though we ask that you limit this last request, as the object of the auction is to raise money for these various worthy funds).
	  
	And even those who do not donate can participate! Bring us your money (we'll be set up to take cash or checks, but not credit cards), and your finely honed bidding skills, and prepare to have a splendid time as we help our scholarship funds grow. Jim Dandy (the official sock monkey of the SGA Auction) asks you to give, and give generously; excavate your spare zlotys and francs, and come to Athens ready to have yet another splendid time wearing down the auctioneer, and fired up to bid on treasures galore... it’ll be something to tell future generations, or at the very least, we’ll have a little fun, and raise a few dollars along the way. See y’all there/then.
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	On August 29th 2008 in San Francisco, the Troup County Archives of LaGrange, Georgia received the Council Exemplary Service Award from the Society of American Archivists.  The award is given for outstanding service to SAA and the archives profession.  What follows is an interview with Kaye Minchew, Director of the Troup Country Archives and a past President of SGA, to learn about the archivist behind the SAA’s award-winning archives. 
	 
	Right: Kaye Minchew displays her award at SAA in San Francisco with Sheryl Vogt, 2008 SAA Program Co-Chair and Director of the Russell Library.

	What is your background in Archives and with the SGA? The first piece of mail I got in Georgia was from SGA and we’ve been in touch ever since.  I joined SGA just before I moved to Georgia in the fall of 1981.  I came to a grant-funded position at Emory University’s Special Collections, after receiving a bachelor’s in History and master’s degrees in History and Library Science from University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill.
	 
	What inspired you to become an archivist? During my education at UNC we visited the Presbyterian Archives. When I walked into that place I had the feeling that this was something I could do.  And, it fit with my background in history.
	 
	When did you start at Troup County Archives? In the fall of 1983 I was hired as archivist; I’ve been Director since 1985.  I wanted to live and work in a small community.
	 
	SAA cited Troup County as a model of how local governments can work together to care for their records. Can you comment on this and the archivist’s role in fostering such cooperation?  Cooperation is hugely important. Our local agencies, e.g. the city government, the county courts, and local schools, could not have afforded to fund an archivist and archives independently.  The archivist’s role is to treat each agency equally, to have equivalent policies and procedures and provide a high level of service to all.
	 
	SAA also praised the level and variety of services Troup County provides.  You were there at the founding of Troup County Archives. How did the local governments decide to pool their resources to establish the Archives?  The Historical Society pushed for it, plus we got grants from the Callaway Foundation and the NHPRC.  Troup County’s archivists did outreach, retrieving records from the agencies.  Once the agencies started sending over their records, we made sure we were able to retrieve those records when they requested them. The Archives established trust.
	 
	What is your favorite aspect of the work? I enjoy the variety and the challenge of assisting patrons in their research.  I wish I had more time for research, as much time as people believe that archivists have to do research.
	 
	So, what is new and exciting at the model archives? What should we look for in the future? Model archives…. that award was humbling! Sitting in the audience at SAA in San Francisco I felt I should hurry back home and start working 18 hours a day to live up to the award and expectations! Troup County Archives is in the final stages of a major renovation; in our new building we will be able to better serve the needs of our researchers.  Also, with an NHPRC grant we are digitizing court records and look forward to having those available online via the Digital Library of Georgia.
	 
	Anything you would like to add? Just that the friendships and contacts I’ve made through SGA are important.  Especially as a sole archivist, and in those days before Internet connections, it was so helpful to come together at meetings and to have people to ask for advice.
	 
	It has been good making contact with you. Congratulations on the award!  SAA awards often go to the larger organizations; it was gratifying.
	 
	Interview conducted by Caroline Hopkinson, Librarian at Armstrong Atlantic State University in Savannah, Georgia, for SGA’s membership committee.






